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THE CovER: The city of Stockton
is currently celebrating Captain Weber Days,
with events that recall the personality
and the era of the remarkable man who in 1848
dreamed of a busy port in the sloughs
where the San Joaquin River debouches
into the great San Francisco Bay. He named
it for a man he greatly admired, Commodore Stockton.
Captain \,Yeber was born in 1814 in Germany; he
died in 1881 in the city he founded .
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THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN is a quarterly of Western History
issued by the Pacific Center for Western Studies at
the University of the Pacific, Stockton, California 95204.
All subscriptions are $5 per year.
Individual copies are $1.25. Volumes I through X
(lacking not more than four early copies)
are available at a postpaid price of $35. Kindly make
all checks to Pacific Center for Western Studies.
This magazine is sent gratis to all paid-up members
(annual dues- $5) of the Jedediah Smith Society,
which has headquarters at the Pacific Center
for Western Studies at the University of the Pacific.
Historic dates associated with THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN :

1851 - University of the Pacific, California's oldest
College, chartered by Territorial Supreme Court;

1947 - California History Foundation launched by
President Robert E. Burns, of the University,
and Dr. Rockwell Dennis Hunt;

1947 - Annual California Mission Tours begun and
Fallon House theater project launched by the Foundation;
1953 - Conference of California Historical Societies
inaugurated at Columbia by the Foundation;

1957 - THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN and the Jedediah Smith
Society, honoring the first American to cross
overland to the Pacific Coast, begun by Director
R. R. and Grace Stuart, of the Foundation;

1967 - The California History Foundation reorganized
as the Pacific Center for Western Studies.
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Stockton Puts Its Past
Into the Present Tense
SOME CITIES do not know their paternity - but
no one doubts that the Father of Stockton is Captain
Charles M. Weber. A native of Germany, he dreamed
of a great inland port where a finger of the Pacific
reaches farthest into California's Central Valley. In
1848 he ran a survey for a city which he named for
Commodore Stockton. In 1881 Captain Weber died,
honored by all for his foresighted contribution to the
community's economic, civic, and cultural life.
So we name our community fiesta, Captain Weber
Days. This year it runs July 15 to 30, with events
featuring pistol shoots and regattas recalling old
Stockton. As head of the Bank of Stockton, currently
celebrating its first century, I am glad to see the rising historical awareness of Stocktonians. Here history
has been and is being made - every day.
These four sketches tell Stockton's history in a
graphic shorthand-bringing the past into the present
tense. They show how tomorrow began yesterday.
RoBERT

M.

EBERHARDT

Stockton in 1849

The original from which this scene is taken was commissioned
by Charles M. Weber and painted by W . H . Creasey in October,
1849. In the background (far right) is Weber's original store.

Hunter and Weber, 1867

"Groceries and Provisions" were sold to early Stocktonians from
this store. The location was the northeast' comer of \Veber Avenue
and Hunter Street. Note how an arm of the channel extended
to Hunter Street. Later, the channel was blocked at El Dorado
Street and "Weber Hole" occupied the block where the Hotel
Stockton now stands. "\~T eber Hole" was used for public meetings.

Southwest on Main, 1880

Main St1·eet, looking west, about 1880. The building with the
". . . Society Bank" sign on the roof was the home of the Bank
of Stockton fmm 1875 to 1909. When it moved to Main and San
Joaquin, the building was occupied many years by the Sterling
department store. In the center of the block was the Daily Evening Mail newspaper office, a clothing store, and a barber shop.

Stockton Channel, 1885

This is the Stockton Channel as it looked in about 1885. The street
on the left bank is Weber Avenue today. The large building on
the left was the Sperry Flour Mill. The building in the center
background was also a flour mill. The stem paddle-wheel ships
were Stockton's transportation to the Bay Area for many years.

Prints by Courtesy
Bank of Stockton
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P-H

Scrapbook~:·

Rabbi Wise
Sees

San Francisco: 1877

SAN

10

FRANCisco, CAL., July 18, 1877. This San Francisco is a
big thing, a city of miracles. In twenty- five years a city of 250,000
to 300,000 inhabitants has grown up in a sandy desert; and what
a city!
Its business portion, including hotels and warehouses, is huge .
There is even more of life in these business streets than down town
in New York. Its private residences on the hills are palatial, some
of them must have cost from five hundred thousand to a million
of dollars. There ~re plenty of shanties here, and also plenty of
palaces. The style of architecture differs here from all American
cities. If it were not for the many one and two-story houses, it
would resemble more a European than an American city. The bay
windows are the general feature of the architecture, because they
catch most light and heat, which are somewhat scarce here.
Fogs are frequent. Every morning from deven to twelve
•Each issue of THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN reprints a feature under the heading of
P-H Scrapbook. Readers are cordially invited to propose anything historical which
was printed long ago and which they remember with affection . . . This instalment came from Hal Altman, of Sacramento, who sleuthed it in forgotten issues
of Rabbi Wise's Cincinnati paper, the American Israelite.
Isaac Mayer \Vise ( 1819-1900) was born in Bohemia, now Czechoslovakia. He
came to fame as chief architect of American Reform Judaism, founder of the Hebrew Union College at Cincinnati, and an elo<1uent teacher and preacher- Eos.

o'clock a heavy gale comes in from the sea, carrying, on its pinions, plenty of dust and fine sand, which fans the city most thoroughly. Toward evening overcoats are called into requisition, and
the ladies in seal jackets or other furs are not a few in the streets.
Truly beautiful are the flowers and evergreens in front and side
yards of the houses, set with palms and cedars of rich green.
Yards of this kind are costly luxuries, because the water costs a
little fortune. The waterworks are the property of a stock company, and their charges are pretty high. A gentleman who has a
garden about his house told me that his water taxes for the one
month past was $68 .50; others paid even more. This is not always
the case, but this year the latter rain failed, and water is high,
though not scarce. Meat, flower, vegetables, and fruits are cheaper here than anywhere else in the United States, and rents about
the same as in New York, or rather a shade lower.
The wages of laboring men are lower than in Cincinnati, on
account of the Chinamen. I have seen yesterday, in a clothing
house, Chinamen cutting from twenty to forty garments at once
with big knives, steady, quick, and skilled workmen, who are paid
two dollars a day, which is the maximum. Although people here
do not like the Chinamen, it is evident, nevertheless, that they
build up this city, this State, and Nevada. This is especially true
of the manufacturing interest of this city. Every factory has a
colony of Chinamen, to whom a dollar a day is excellent pay.
People here complain that the Chinamen spend nothing, and when
they have a little money they go back with it to China; so what-

The John Parrott house
on Rincon Hill--typical of
San Francisco's elegant '70s.

ever wages they get is a clear loss to the country. This is not
entirely true, for I see in the tax-list some Chinamen taxed very

high for personal property. Besides, they can only take away little
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money for much labor. The products of their labor remain in the
<;ountry, and it is money only which is exported.
Speaking of money, I learned yesterday that money is worth
here from twelve to eighteen per cent. per annum. The lowest rate
of discount is twelve per cent. Here, where the precious metals
are dug from the earth in such quantity, and coined in the United
States Mint, right here money is worth more than in any other
large city in the United States. The four per cent. government
loan finds no market here. The reasons are the extensive business,
the numerous building enterprises, and the fact that the most of
the actual owners of mines live elsewhere, and the mines are far
away from San Francisco, and their products are shipped directly
to Eastern and foreign cities.
There is poverty here. The news boys, the boot blacks, the
coach drivers, and the runners are as numerous and as noisy here
as elsewhere. You can get a newspaper for five cents and your
boots blacked for a dime. One dollar and a half procures a carriage for two persons, and fifty cents more for each additional
passenger. Charitable persons collect money for the poor occasionally, as is done els·e where. I have met quite a number of poor
people who take alms, although I have seen, as yet, no Jewish beggar. An Irish woman told me to-day the same old story of husband dead, four children, no bread in the house, had not a bite to
eat today, etc., and all that for one dime.
There may be plenty of millionaires in this city; I have not met
them yet; but there are many more poor men. It is a fact that
this State and city have a few thousand bosses, and the rest are employes, although the State cast lately 13 0,000 votes, and has be sides 120,000 Chinese. The land is owned by a. few, the city is
owned by a few, the business is monopolized by a few, and the
large capital is in the hands of a few, as the Pacific Railroads are
the monopoly of a few great capitalists, who govern this State as
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company govern that State. I was told
that one man here owned seventy-five miles of fence ·in a straight
line, and that the fencing of his land cost a million of dollars; that
an old bachelor here was worth from ten to twelve million of dollars, and that one man owned one hundred and nine houses in
this city. Therefore, without any further investigation, one could

Chinese miners in camp - from J. D. Borthwick's
Three Years in California. Published in London in 1857.

easily imagine that there must be quite a. number of poor people
here and in the country.
However, the business interests are so extensive in this citythis is the only port of any consequence on the Pacific Coastthat our Hebrew friends wonderfully managed to get a large portion of it. Passing the busi ness streets, it is perfectly wonderful
to count the number of Jewish firms in all branches of the wholesale business. Their number is legion. It appears as if half of the
commercial interests we·re monopolized by He:brew merchants.
I will describe some manufacturing establi~hme:nts in another
letter. There are quite a number of Jewish bankers and brokers
here, also insurance agents and intelligence brokers; but the majority of the Hebrew population appears to be engaged in the wholesale trade as bosses or employed men. From what I have seen in a
few days, I can not doubt that there is great wealth among the
Israelites of this city. By personal inquiry, however, I know to a
certainty that also among the Hebrews the poor vastly outnumber
the rich.
I must stop here, for I must preach next Sunday in the Eman-
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uel Temple, where a large congregation will meet, po doubt. People here are used to hearing eloquent preachers, and I do not wish

to discredit the rabbi of K. K. B'nai Yeshurun of Cincinnati; so I
must prepare. I think I will preach on the text in Isaiah xl.: "A
voice crieth out, In the wilderness, make ye clear the way of the
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway to our God." I think
I will begin so:
"'A voice sayeth, cry.' I have been invited to preach from a
pulpit occupied for so many years by an eminent teacher in Israel
(Rev. Dr. Cohn), and in a city where so many excellent rabbis expound the Law. What could I give that has not been given before
me? What could I say that has not been said already?

[Rabbi Wise gave a preview of sermmz- rather long, certainly
eloquent. A few highlight passages follow.]
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"Sacred Scriptures have been fulfilled; a way of the Lord has
been made in the wilderness. This was the seam of a great desert
up to the year 1849. You have come hither and have erected here
a great and populous city, have built up here this Emanuel, this
congregation and this temple of the Lord, this gorgeous monument
by the sea, to God's grace and Israel's fidelity, and there is now
'a way in the wilderness.'
"Young, intelligent and energetic as you were who came to
this end of the habitable earth, faithful to your God and your
people, you understand the spirit of the age, and you erected a
temple to satisfy the yearning of the heart, and not merely to preserve and perpetuate old forms and ancient customs . . . for the
Lord has redeemed Israel and has cast our lot among a free people
on this virgin soil. Forget the mrsery of the ~st, shake off the
gloom, rise from the dust, and proclaim the grace and glory of
Israel's Rock, whose name is glorified from the rising to the setting
of the sun ...
"And so, brethren, the ten thousands of Israelites in America
think, the myriads of your people, in whose name I salute and
bless you. We have mourned in the time of mourning, and we
rejoice in the time of gladness. We have been Europeans, and we
are now Americans~Americans with all our heart. We waited
patiently, and preserved every custom of old in the time of progression. We are children of the nineteenth century, Americans in
America. We must progress, enlighten, liberalize; we must bear
the banner of tolerance, intelligence, culture·, and humanity before
our felloWmen; for God has appointed us to be a kingdom of

priests and a holy nation ... Let us uphold the name, faith, literature, learning, and devotion in Israel; and then in all other respects
let us be American citizens, free men and women, liberal, humane, enlightened, and progressive; for the way has been made in
the wilderness, and God's name is made known to all the boundaries of the earth. The human family begins to fraternize; the earth
is new ·a nd the heaven is new; your seed and your name stand before God to blessing and glory. So the ten thousands of American
Israelites think, in whose name I salute and bless you."
[Rabbi Wise moved into his favorite theme: education- then
the Hebrew Union College at Cincinnati which he had founded
in 1875.]
"Schools were the strength and salvation of Israel at all times.
The schools of Babylon, the schools of Spain, the schools of Italy,
the schools of France, and of late the schools of Germany were our
salvation at all times. Therefore we were the physicians of potentates and popes in the days of darkness, the philosophers and
mathematicians, the financiers, bankers, merchants, travelers, and
scientists of th~ world in the darkest ages. The schools and the
intelligence of Israel have saved us, or else we would have perished
long ago.
"Brethren, forget not that in all those schools it was chiefly
Israel's Thorah, Israel's learning, Israel's grand and sublime literature, which was taught. This always was our leveled path in the
desert. And now we are American Israelites, and must transplant
Israel's wisdom upon American soil. We must glorify our Thorah
under God's free sun. We must educate American rabbis to preach
our faith, to teach our doctrine, to expound our literary treasures,
to defend our name and fame, to naturalize Israel's holy heritage
on American soil. We must level the path in the desert. It is our
sacred and solemn duty. Preserve God's law, and it will preserve
you, as it has done at all times, for this is your wisdom and your
intelligence -in the eyes of the nation. Preserve your treasures
that you be rich forever, and we have no costlier treasure than
Israel's intelligence, learning, literature, and law ...
"America regenerates and rejuvenates Europe, let us not fail
to contribute our mite; let us not wait any longer to do our duty
as Israelites to our God and our religion, to our country, and to
unborn generations ... "
Something to this effect I expect I will say. When said I shall
continue my report. Farewell!
I. M. W.
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Opened in 1874, the Palace Hotel cost five million
and owner Wm. C. Ralston boasted it was the world's finest.
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SAN FRANCisco, CAL., July 26, 1877. I am sitting here high
and dry, that is, I sit in the fifth story of the Palace Hotel, and
all California is dry, because the latter rain has failed and crops
are short. The decline of mining stocks is worse to all commercial
interests than all the other causes combined. The business men
here look displeased, some gloomy. It is a dull season. There are
in this city, they say, ten thousand white men without employment and quite a number of "hoodlums."
You do not know who the hoodlums are and I must tell yoru;
they a:r e a class of young loafers who do no work, and seek mischief, boys of sixteen to twenty and upward. They are the standing army of disorder and lawlessness. As long as the laboring class
is orderly and satisfied the hoodlums are under the control of the
police force. Any commotion among any dissatisfied element
brings tho.se loafers to the front, and they perpetuate mischief.
The chief object of their hatred is the Chinaman, who works for
low wages and keeps the white man out of employment.
This is true. It is the Chinaman who does the factory work,
the house work, the farm work, the railroad work, all sorts and
kinds of manual work. But it is eq ually true that this cheap labor

Its greatest moment came in 1879 at Grant's reception.
Rebuilt after the 1906 ji1·e, it is now in the Sheraton chain.

builds up California, and San Francisco especially. Now comes
the strike from the East, and this is a city of earthquakes and a
country of volcanoes, high winds and spring tides, and so are men
and feelings, business and all common transactions. The strikers
roused the laboring class on this Pacific shore to quite an unpacific
state of mind, and the hoodlums appear in front.
Down with the Chinaman, is the first cry, of course. Several
of these poor fellows have been killed, and their laundries ransacked and demolished. The citizens are thoroughly alarmed. A
committee of safety has been organized, four thousand stands of
arms have been procured, a special police organized, the militia
armed and augmented, and for the three nights past there was
plenty of work on hand. Fires, fights, rows, shooting affrays,
etc., meetings of socialists, incendiary speeches, bulletins, crowds· at
the corners, and excitement are increasing at this moment. A cannon is ready for service in the yard of our hotel, and last night
one thousand five hundred militia, horse and foot, passed this
spot in good order.
It is the general impression here that the railroad strikes in the
East are just, although the lawless acts, the destruction of life and
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property i:s condemned. It is maintained that railroad managers
and officials live in palaces, have become millionaires, one of them
here has a salary of $15 0,000 per annum, are the princes and rulers
of the country, have spent millions to corrupt legislatures and
Congress for their corporation purposes, have put down the toll
on freight and the passenger tariff to the disadvantage of business,
and want the laboring man to work for starving wages. Those who
have made towering fortunes out of the laboring man, they say
here, must be ready now to sacrifice some of it, and not oppress the
laboring class. This is the theory here, and it is a fact after all that
the Chinaman here is paid better wages than the white laborer
in Massachusetts, New York, or Pennsylvania, although victuals
are cheaper and fuel ha:rdly necessary, except for cooking purposes.
But the working man here has not come and does not come
to this coast to make a bare living. Money, wealth, is everything
here with everybody, hence also with the laboring class. A million
is the unit in estimating a man's wealth, and the rich man is also
the great man, the good man, in fact, THE man. Others are of
very little account. Hence everybody feels the necessity of getting
rich, very rich, because he wants to be somebody. Therefore this
universal stock gambling in which everybody and his nurse or
hostler, all men of all professiom and avocations, and all women
of all positions are engaged. Therefore this gambling, as an
amusement, to lose or win from $100 to $30,000 an evening.
Therefore the laboring class here is as dissatisfied as it is elsewhere.
Wealth being everything, it must be gained by everybody, and
those who fail are in a constant state of despair.
The sympathy with the railroad strikers by millionaires in this
city is an evidence that there is a feeling of justice among the rich
in this city. They are also inclined to ameliorate the condition of
the laboring class here; but here is the Chinaman who works for
low wages, and so he is chiefly in the way of the laboring class.
It appears, however, that the fifty to sixty thousand Chinese
in their quarter, which is in the heart of the city, are as little
afraid there as the Germans across the canal in Cincinnati. were in
18 55 of the enraged Knownothings. I was in that quarter yesterday
and saw divers things. I think if the hoodlums venture in there
they will meet fists, clubs, pistols and rifles in rather uncomfortable positions. The quarter is small, not too large for ten thousand
Caucasians, the streets are narrow, connected by narrow passages,
and the inhabitants are as numerous as the sands on the sea shore,
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San Francisco in 1877 had not recovered from the Bank
of California's fiasco in 1875- as shown in Harper's Weekly.

nine-tenths of them are laboring people. The hoodlums can not
manage them .
This trouble, I am afraid, will interfere with my mission here.
The depression in commercial and financial circles is a stumbling
block and the present excitement bewilders the mind, and all
ideal interests are here below zero anyhow ...
While writing, the most alarming reports from Chicago reach
here, and it is feared rioting will be the order of the night. Rev.

Dr. Cohn, who has just left my room, also tells me that a turbulent
night is expe-cted; seven to eight thousand safety men and militia
have been armed and provided with ammunition, and the Mayor
has issued a second proclamation, cautioning rioters and idlers
that firearms will be freely used, if necessary, for the maintenance
of order, and requesting all peaceable citizens to remain within
doors after nine o'clock this evening.
Some of our most prominent and wealthiest Israelites are very
badly frightened by the threatened rows, and most all young men
are among the defenders of the city just sworn in. The cause of
this special fright is, because many of them are extensive property
holders, and the city, according to the laws of this State, is held
responsible for all property destroyed by mobs in any shape or
form. Besides this, one or more Chinese are engaged in almost
every house and in many business places, so that every family
almost is threatened by the hoodlums.
But the main cause of the fright is this: some of our Jews here
are largely engaged in manufacturing woolen goods, shoes, and
boots, ·clothing, etc. I will give a description of factories in another
letter. Factories here in order to compete with Eastern establishments must have cheap labor, hence it is necesary to engage Chinamen. In some factories three hundred and even five hundred
are at work. These are supposed to be the objective points of the
rioters. Another objective point is the Pacific mail wharves,
where the steamers land with Chinamen, 1,700 of which were said
to have arrived to-day. To burn down these wharves, it is supposed, is one of the objects of the rioters, and several Jews are
interested in that property. Therefore the commotion and disturbance of ease and peace among all to-day. Let -me close here to continue to-morro·w with more favorable news.
I. M. W .
SANTA CRuz, CAL., August 4, 1877. Santa Cruz is an old
Mexican mission on the Santa Cruz Bay, opposite Monterey, 118
miles by rail, south of San Francisco.
We came down here yesterday, pa·ssing through one of the
most beautiful valleys of this State, with the cities• of Santa Clara
and St. [San J Jose in the center thereof. I have an old friend living in this town, and was obliged to come down to see him. This
is a lively town of 6,000 inhabitants, and expects to be the future
Long Branch of California. It is beautifully located on two ac-
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clivities above the St. Lawrence River, with the .bay in the front.
The land for miles north and south of this point is in a high state

of cultivation, and in some points, too, within fifty yards of the
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ocean, with a gigantic vegetation and no winter. This1 evening
the thermometer is down to fifty-eight, at noon it was seventyfive in the shade, and that is its range all the year, with the exception of a few nights in December, when it sinks down to the
freezing point, but only for a few hours.
We were, to-day, down on the beach, which is flat and has
some wharves or ·r ather bridges for the loading and unloading of
ships, a bath house, and a few ropes spanned into the water for the
security of the bathers, who are quite numerous. The ocean foams
and roars, merry laughter resounds from the sand on which people
bask in the sun, children play, vehicles roll on, up and down, and
a large number of gay visitors, dressed in blue or gray costumes,
swim about in the angry waves.
Here and there a wild duck, called "diver," makes its appearance, a few fishing boats enliven the aqueous mirror, a propeller
is in sight, a yacht hurries landward, and that is all. The fishermen ca,tch sardines, cod fish, flounders, and many more sorts of
fish, which replenish the San Francisco market. Lumber, especially red wood, is the main business here; sight-seers, tourists and
pleasure seekers are the main stock in trade. It is a quiet seaside
town; its atmosphere is delightfully cool and pleasant; its environs
are picturesque and the hotels good, especially that of mine host,
Joseph Bloch, of the .St. Charles Hotel, who reads the American
Israelite and is very courteous and obliging. Plenty of flowers
here, wild and domestic, and the wild rose which abounds on the
shore, has the scent of our cultivated queen of flowers·. Wonderful everywhere in this State are the cedar hedges, which, growing
up from twenty to forty feet, are beautifully and often fanta·s tically trimmed, on which geraniums, perpetually blooming run up,
like creepers, eight to ten feet high, growing wild and multiplying
rapidly. The green of the cedars and the red of the geranium
make a very pleasant contrast of colors.
This beach is noticeable for sea weeds and mosses carried on
land by the tide. These creations of the deep are of the most
diverse forms and shapes. In the deep, as under the eye of the sun,
nature exhausts her ingenuity in the production of all shapes,
forms and colors. One of these sea weeds is· most remarkable perhaps. It consists of interlaced roots in a hollow bundle, four to

six inches in diameter, grasping together at its base earth, shells,
and rock, at the bottom of the sea. From this bundle of roots a
number of round, hollow strings grow one-third of an inch in
diameter, with oval windbags of the same texture at intervals,
so that they can swim in the water. These windbags have fins
like a fish, and from these fins new roots grow to become parent
plants in their turn. The texture of the whole plant is of wood
fibres and brown gelatinous matter, like brown India-rubber.
As the plant dries in the sun, thousands of little insects grow out
of it and populate the sand, leaving the dried-up wooden fibres
to show the skeleton of the plant.
Here is the beginning of animal life on earth right before
your eyes, although of insects only. Why do Darwin and Haeckel
not mention this ? It is worth a naturalist's time to go to Santa
Cruz and subject this sea weed to a careful analysis. I will bring
specimens of it to the Cincinnati University. The plant has various shapes and grows to different sizes. I have a specimen which
looks like a leather whip, black, elastic, and interfibred.
Sunday we were led to the big trees, not, indeed, the very
largest, but large enough to gratify my curiosity. In company
of several gentlemen, besides Mr. Joseph Bloch and his; family, we
took a ride into the mountains, which in scenery and vegetation
are like the Sierra Nevada. A winding road cut into the mountain
above the St. Lawrence River, leads along a terrible precipice up~
ward through a forest of tall, red trees, a species of cedars and
thick undergrowth. The precipice of the narrow canyon, pierced
by the river, becomes steeper as you ascend, so that you roll on the
edge of a perpendicular wall, as it were, 500 to 800 feet high. The
horses and the driver do not appear to mind it, for they go as fast
as if they were on a level turnpike in Ohio. The narrow gauge
railroad is now belorw and then above you. Where the canyon
widens there are powder mills and saw mills, sometimes 500 to 600
feet perpendicularly below you.
We have driven seven miles through the forest, the size of the
trees always increasing. Now we leave the main road, cross the
river and ascend a steep hill, and we are among the big trees. I
measured one and found the circumference of the base to be seventy-five feet. Their growth is similar to the hickory, tall, straight,
and without branches, to a height of perhaps fifty to seventy-five
feet. Some of these large trees are nearly two hundred feet high.
There is an abundance of them on this mountain. Several of them
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have been burned out at the base to serve as huts for human beings,
and in one of them a shoemaker had a regular cabin with windows
cut through the body of the tree. There is a regular picnic ground
among these trees. Platforms are constructed for the usual purposes, and' a family has made its home there, selling things for the
accommodation of the sightseers, of whom quite a number have
been there to-day. The grove, composed of these kings of the
forest, gray with moss and surrounded by luxuriant shrubs and
young trees, looks mighty, dark, and mysterious. The awful
silence is interrupted by swarms of blue birds only. Here is unrolled to your gaze nature in her strength and as majestic as on
the first Sabbath when creation had just been finished .
After six hours' gazing we returned to Santa Cruz with impressions of the grand and awful which can hardly be described.
Did I not know that such big and bigger trees~ are in existence?
Why then this particular impression at their sight? Because man
is a child after all, who is so much deeper affected by sensual impressions than by ideal presentations. The object seen presents

itself entirely and at once to the imagination, while the object
described reaches the imagination piece meal, and must not only
be reproduced by combination of its parts, shape, colors, etc.,
which is not so easy, and not always done correctly, but must be
reflected as a unity, which not everybody can do in every instance.
In the evening there was a meeting of all the Israelites o.f this
city in the St. Charles Hotel. There were twenty gentlemen and
nineteen ladies there. They support a charitable society called the
Benevolent Society, to which each of the twenty members contribute fifty cents a month. New Year and Day of Atonement
they hold divine service according to Jew ish custom, and that
is all there is left of Judaism in public practice. The officers are :
Mr. Barnet, President; Mr. Blum, V ice-President; Mr. Coblenz,
Secretary; Mr. Schwab, Trustee. The funds are applied to charitable purposes, including supp ort to the Orphan Asylum at San
Francisco.
I spoke to them especially on two points, viz. : to get a teacher
for their children, in order to give them religious instruction, and
to join the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, in order
not to stand outside of the congregation of Israel. The subject of
engaging a Jewish teacher was unanimously voted upon and a
committee appointed to carry it into effect. The subject of the
Union was made the order of the day for the next monthly meeting. Some other business was transacted, then the meeting adjourned, a hop, playing on the piano, a dinner, toasts, speeches,
compliments, and good-night all. My impression was, these people
mind their own business, play cards, and enjoy themselves as best
they can. They are good natured, light-hearted, and the ladies
are beautiful.
To-morrow morning (Monday) I leave for San Jose, where I
will speak in the evening, to return then to San Francisco, where
I will lecture Tuesday evening in the Emanuel Temple, and then
report again. I h ave done more speaking and calling in San Francisco than I have done before in any city in three weeks. What
will be the fruit of my labor? Hitherto I know of promises only,
but I shall report in my next my experience in that city. I must
say in advance that I have found many friends, warm friends,
and many more who do not care. I have the consciousness that I
represent a great and good cause, and many more have the consciousness that they are men of wealth, influence and importance.

I. M. W.

25

NOW,
Baghdad-by-the-Bay
1967:[.
HERB CAEN

Columnist, San Francisco Chronicle

W

26

E L c o M E to the Grand
Duchy of Baghdad-by-the-Bay,
you brave and wonderful people who have cro<Ssed desert and
mountain to reach us, who have
survived super highways and
roadside "Good Eats," who6e
bumper stickers show what
you've been through already:
Mammoth Caves, Grand Canyon, Big Trees and motels with
Continental Breakfasts (a cold
roll and weak coffee) . I admire
your guts and your stamina. My
heart is with you as you drive
up Market Street with no place
to turn and park in towaway
zones with no one to warn you .

May you find everything you
seek, here at the end of the rainbow, with its pot of Tijuana
Gold.
At first, dear tourist, you
might find San Francisco a little
strange and strangely little-48
square miles, only a few of
them hip. The natives are restless but friendly, even if you
call it "Frisco." "Frisco" used
to be the only dirty word here,
but then a poem called "The
Love Book" went on trial, and
now our dirty words are like
anybody else's, by court decree.
The language and customs
are unique, however, and we
•From San Francisco Chronicle, June 4, 1967.

'

still give you a b r i e f runthrough that may help you feel
at home. What you call rain,
we call fog. Earthquakes are
fires. "Over there," followed by
a shudder, i~ Oakland. "Up
there," with a smile, is Marin.
"Down there" (shrug) is the
Peninsula. "No Parking At
Any Time" means park on the
sidewalk. ·~curb Your Dog"
means park him with his front
paws turned in unless he's going
uphill, in which case you turn
his front paws out. "Curb Your
Wheels" means don't let your
car go on the sidewalk. A yellow signal light means speed up,
a red light means turn right,
"Wait" m e a n s w a I k , and
"Quiet Through Tunnel" means
blow your horn three times.
To hear the Giants, punch the
top button on your dashboard
unless it happens to be the cigarette lighter.
Now to some of the colorful
aspects that have made San
Francisco a household word second only to Drano. The city is
famous for Dungeness crab,
pronounced "crabs," and seals,
which are actuaily sea lions, not
that it matters. They're never
around when the tourists are
anyway. They are always off
somewhere mating, but not
with each other, so far as is
known. If they did mate, what
would they produce? Screals,

perhaps. Certainly not scrabs,
as this is a very strong union
town.
As for our landmarks, they're
disappearing so fast that the
Mayor's Landmarks Commission
may be reduced to affixing a
plaque to the original Doggie
Diner. Telegraph Hill's principal erection is Coit Tower, given to the city by a lady who
loved firemen. Russian Hill has
no landmarks or Russians . There
are more nobs in North Beach
than there are on Nob Hill. The
Palace of Fine Arts, a temporary structure built for a fair in
1915, is being restored at a cost
of $7.6 million but nobody
knows what's going into it except more money.
We are also, in this jet age,
building a billion-dollar subway. We have some· of the mo5t
beautiful scenery in the world,
so we're going to shove commuters into an underground
tube, so they shouldn't have to
look up from their crossword
puzzles. Our current queen of
culture is Carol Doda, who went
from "nothing flat to 44"
through the magic of silicone, a
product of General Expansion.
As for the world-renowned
Haight -Ashbury District, you
won't have any trouble finding
it if the wind is right. If the
wind is wrong, you're at Candlestick.

27

I

I

I

ICE from

~ewards Icebox'
TED

C.

HINCKLEY

Associate Professor of History,
San Jose State College

28

IN CALIFORNIA HISTORY the years from 1850 to 1870 are particularly memorable. That twenty-year span ushered in the wildest mineral
rush in American history and ended as rail connections linked the Pacific
states with the nation. In the period bracketed by the Forry-Niner gold
seekers and the 1869 laying of the golden spike, San Francisco grew to
become a great city. Samuel Bowles, a contemporary eastern visitor and
editor of the powerful Springfield Republican, saw it as the "fullest flower
of the Pacific civilization." 1
Samuel Bowles, Our New West (Hartford: Hartford Publishing Co.,

1869}, p.355.

·- --Sitka in the 1860s. It was started in 1799 by
Baranov, the Russian trader who saw a forrtune .in furs.
By 1870 the Golden Gate emporium boasted a population in excess of
150,000, about a third of California's total population. Steamers left the
magnificent harbor for China, Japan, Mexico, and Australia. European
vessels exported great quantities of California food stuffs, and from many
points over the Eastern Pacific, sailing vessels brought in large shipments
of consumer indispensables. From Puget Sound came lumber. The Hawaiian Islands delivered over a million dollars worth of raw sugar and
tropical fruits. Indeed, by 1870 San Francisco had become so vital to
Hawaii's economic existence that with the passage of only a few years
the United States would win an extremely favorable trade treacy with
the Polynesian kingdom.2
In 1866 Mark Twain read the "signs of the times" and exalted:
From the opulent lands of the Orient, from India, from China, Japan, the Amoor;
from tributary regions that stretch from the Arctic circle to the equator, is about
2

Ralph S. Kuykendall, The Hawaiian Kingdom, 1854-1874: The Critical
Years (Honolulu: Universiry of Hawaii Press, 1966) pp.16-17 and ff.
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to pour in upon her the princely commerce of a teeming population of four
hundred and fifty million souls. Half the world stands ready to lay its contributions at her feet! . .. Has any other city a future like San Francisco? 3
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One year after Twain's pen released this boastful flow, the United
Stares purchased Alaska. The significance of the far north territory in
San Francisco's economic growth from 1850 to 1870 was slight. Yet
seen from Alaska's viewpoint, her financial ties with the West Coast's
business center were of real consequence. Congressman William Mungen
of Ohio was so sanguine as to believe that by the acquisition of Alaska
the United States would "cage the British Lion on the Pacific coast ...
[andl cripple the great and grasping monopoly, the Hudson's Bay Company."4 Representative Mungen's sweeping generalization was, of course,
fatuous. Nevertheless, and in spite of her isolation handicap, Alaska's
tenuous membership with the contiguous United States woulCl in time
prove important. In fact these ties predated America's seizure of Alta
California. Who has not heard of how the Russian-Aleut hunters visited
Yerba Buena in their quest of the fabled sea otter, and of the bittersweet
romance of Count Nikolai Rezanov and Dona Maria de la Concepcion
Arguello ?5
By 1848 California was American soil. Russian America's romantic
pelt traffic was virtualiy dead. In its place mushroomed the far more
sensational rush to the Mother Lode. For Russian America the California
boom was a reprieve. Earlier in 1841, wheti the Russian American Company sold its· Fort Ross holdings to John Sutter, it merely formalized the
economic malaise settling over the Slavic North American venture. 6 But
with the Forry-niner rush, the St. Petersburg-directed company suddenly
enjoyed a new lease on life. Goods that had grown moldy in Sitka warehouses now assumed great value in the burgeoning San Francisco market.
In particular, a lucrative trade in salt fish and lumber was struck up.7
However, what the 1849 boom town most desired were manufactured
items and a wide variety of foods. The embarrassing truth was that
notwithstanding the munificent natural menu of Southeastern Alaska,
Russia's American frontier had sometimes suffered from food shortages!
Alta California, December 5, 1866.
Congressional Globe, 40th Congress, 2nd session, p .3659.
5 Hector Chevigny, Russian America: The Great Alaskan Venture, 1741 i866 (New York: Viking Press, 1965) pp.ll8-24.
6 John Caughey, California (Englewood Cliffs, N . ]. : Prentice-Hall, 1953),
p.177 .
7 Treasury Department, Bureau of Statistics, Commercial Alaska in 1901;
4015 (Washington D . C.: Government Printing Office, 19 oz. ) .
8 Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Alaska, 17 30-1885 (San Francisco:
A. L. Bancroft and Co., 1886) p . 540.
3

4

Russian vessels had traded with the scattered settlers of Spanish California since the early decades of the century. Between 1817 and 1825,

eleven of their vessels visited Santa Cruz, Monterey and what is today
San Francisco.s In the mid-thirties Richard Henry Dana found at Yerba
Buena a single ship:
Here at anchor . .. was a brig under Russian colours, from Sitka, in Russian
America which had come down to winter, and to take in a supply of tallow and
grain, great quantities of which latter article are raised in the missions at the
head of the bay. . . . [The Russians] had brutish faces, looked like the antipodes
of sailors, and apparently dealt in nothing but grease. They lived upon grease;
ate it, drank it, slept in the midst of it, and their clothes were covered with it.9

Fifteen years later the Sitka settlement could boast little, if any, improvement over its dreary, seaborne reflection noted by New Englander Dana.
While the Russian American effort ebbed, Yankee seamen actively
pursued far north commercial gain. Among the most aggressive of these
in 1849-1850 were the American whalers operating in the Arctic. Their
catch that season represented $6,267,000 worth of oil and bone. 10 A small
portion of this was unloaded in San Francisco. To judge from the forest
of masts formed bv abandoned ships whose crews had rushed to the gold
fields, any Arctic whaler that entered the Golden Gate in that memorable season probably never made it to sea again.
Within San Francisco itself, during the early fifties, other assiduous
profit seekers searched for means to tap Russian Americ~'s riches. As it
chanced, an agent of the Russian firm had been dispatched to the city with
instructions to ascertain San Francisco's demand for coaL The Russians
had recently begun to develop a coal mine near the mouth of Cook's
Inlet, even bringing in German mining engineers, and dreamed of mineral
dividends. Unfortunately the coal turned out to be utterly unfit for
steamer furnaces. 11
It appears that some of the San Franciscans who lost money in this
undertaking were principal figures in the establishment of what came to
be called the Ice Company, or what is more accurately identified as the
American Russian Commercial Company. The Ice Company was incorporated in 1853, a year after the actual exchange had begun. It aimed not
only to import ice to California but to engage "in Foreign and Domestic
Trade and Commerce generally." 12 Among the San Franciscan entreprenRichard Henry Dana, Two Years Be/ore the Mast (New York: Modern
Library, Random House, 1936) p .236.
10 Bancroft, op. cit., p.584.
11 Henry W. Elliott, Our Arctic Province: Alaska and the Seal Islands (New
York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1886), p .125 .
12 E. L. Keithahn, "Alaska Ice, Inc .. ," Pacific Northwest Quarterly, XXVI
(April 1945), p12L
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This was part of downtown San Francisco in 1852
when tbat city contracted for 250 tons of ice from Sitka.
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eurs involved were Samuel Moss, Jr. and Beverly C. Sanders. Shareholder
Charles Baum evidently represented the Russian American Company's
interests. 13 In 1852 the Company first contracted for 250 tons of ice to
be shipped from Sitka at $75 a ton. This initial cargo was made in
February, 1852, and in October of that year the price was cut to $35 a
ton. For the next three years 1,000 tons of ice were annually contracted
for. According to historian Hubert Howe Bancroft, "Between 1852 and
1859 there were shipped from New Archangel 13,960 tons, and from
Kodiak 7,403 tons. Of this 20,554 tons were sold in San Francisco,
netting $121,956." 14 Let it not be overlooked that this was a two-way
exchange. In the mid-fifties, for example, Sitka received a cargo of wheat
and flour from San Francisco's energetic merchants. 15
As ludicrous as selling ice may appear tO a contemporary whose kitchen
boasts freezer and refrigeratOr, its traffic was a valued commercial luxury
13 Ivan Petroff, "Questions," Manuscript Collection, Bancroft Library.
14 Bancroft, op. cit., p.587 .
15 Rodman W. Paul, "The Wheat Trade between California and the United
Kingdom," The Mississippi Valley Historical Review, XLV (December,

1958), p.394.

item during the first half of the 19th century. On the Atlantic coast New
Englanders had discovered that West Indians paid generously to have

their drinks cooled by Massachusetts ice. It was no different in bawdy
San Francisco during the roaring fifties. Originally the Alaska ice was
procured from two lakes, one located on Wood Island near Kodiak, the
other a few miles from Sitka. The former site provided a more reliable
climate for the manufacture of ice, and five buildings were erected with
a total stOrage of 12,000 cons. An American engineer employed by the
Company declared the Kodiak system of rails could accommodate 30,000
tons a year. 16
Throughout the 1850s the lee Company appears to have made money.
Whether it was the result of San Francisco's repeated conflagrations or
just bad management, the decade closed with the Company in hot water.
Certainly the failure of the San Francisco bank in which the corporation's
money was deposited must nave been a devastating blow. Finally, a special
representative was sent from Russia to do what he could to salvage St.
Petersburg's investment in the venture.
In 1863 a new contract was drawn between the old Russian American
Company and the San Francisco-directed American Russian Commercial
Company. 17 No doubt the presence of five Russian naval vessels added
prestige tO the mission. For the Civil War period witnessed S~n Franciscans accord these units of the Tzar's Pacific fleet a most cordial welcome.1B Although it was not fully appreciated in Washington, D.C., St.
Petersburg feared that her scattered craft might be scooped up by the
British navy should the previous decade's Crimean War be renewed.
Had it not been injurious to her Hudson's Bay Company interests on the
Northwest Coast, Great Britain's fleet could have taken Russian America
during the Crimean War.
The story of how Russia parted with her costly and defenseless American appendage is well known.1 9 What is not usually recognized is that
the extra $200,000 added to the Russian sale price of $7,000,000 was to
a considerable degree caused by the American Russian Commercial Company of San Francisco whose contract would not expire until January 1,
1868. Secretary of State William Seward had wished the "cession tO be
free and unincumbered by any reservations." In fact, as Edward Keithahn
16 Bancroft, op. cit., p.587.
17 William Dall, Alaska and Its Resources (London: Sampson, Low, Marston
& Son, 1870), p.346.
18 Benjamin F. Gilbert, "Welcome to the Tsar's Fleet," California Historical
Society Quarterly, XXVI (March, 1947), 13-19.
19 Ernest Gruening, The State of Alaska (New York: Random House, 1954),
p.4.
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has noted, the eager Seward "bought his ice box," and the Ice Company
lived on.20
San Francisco's investors were anxious to find out about their nation's
new possession. Accordingly, a special correspondent of the Alta California was dispatched northward. On September 22, 1867, the steamer
Sac,.amento, with an illustrious collection of Alaska-bound officiais,
came up the Bay.
The batteries of Fort Point and Alcatraz poured forth a grand salute in welcome
of the distinguished party on board, the heavy guns being fired with a rapidity
which startled the town from its morning nap and brought many of the residents
of the upper part of the city en disha bille [sic] to ascertain what was going on.21

A few days later the Alta California reporter wrote:
It will not be surprising if discoveries of resources, which it has not been
dreamed the country possessed, will be made as our energetic and fearless people
penetrate into the interior. . . . Californians will particularly distinguish themselves if the material is to be found.22

Actually most San Franciscans seem not to have known much about
Alaska, nor cared to remedy their ignorance. One Californian, eager to
investigate its mineral prospects,
tried the Libraries and went to all Bookstores New and Secondhand, went to H.
Bancroft, the biggest publisher and Bookseller in S.F. Knowing [him] personally
I tackled him and he was like everybody else. "Where is Alaska?"
After asking all of his clerks, one finally produced a School geography and in it
were 2 or 3 lines ... 23

By spring of 1868 a tiny Yankee enclave had commenced at Sitka; its
promoters dreamed the drab village might become another San Francisco.
Once the San Francisco Presidio's sutler arrived, he certainly lost no time.
He opened at once with a tempting display of woolen pants, and shirts, calicoes,
knives and trinkets. By the gift of some trifling bauble after each purchase he
has monopolized for the time the trade with our dusky citizens.24
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But San Francisco had not become a metropolis by trade with its "dusky
citizens," and neither would Sitka. California's thriving emporium was
the maw through which passed huge quantities of supplies demanded by
20 Keithahn, "Alaska Ice, Inc.,'" p.124; and Victor J. Farrar, Annexation of
Russian America to the United States (Washington D.C., 1937), pp.50-51.
21 Alta California, September 23, 1867.
22 Ibid., September 26, 1867.
23 George Pilz, "Reminiscences: Pioneer Days in Alaska," copied from original manuscript, property of Dr. Charles E. Bunnell, College, Alaska,
1935, pp.6-7.
24 Bancroft Scrapbook, Vol. 81, "Alaska Miscellaneous," (Manuscript Collection, Bancroft Library) , p. 7.
25 Alta California, November 20, 1867.

a booming population rise. Poor Sitka. It had neither Mother Lode nor
Great Central Valley. In fact, its resident United States soldiers depended

on San Francisco for many of their most elementary logistical wants.
By the mid-sixties the Old Russian capital of Alaska could not even
produLe a quality of ice to meet San Francisco's requirements. With the
transfer of sovereignty, the Russian American Commercial Company
became entirely San Francisco owned and directed. Because Wood
Island's winters provided a solid ice from 18 tO 25 inches thick, the Company abandoned the Sitka ice pond, and when in 1869 William Seward
visited his "ice box" he reluctantly admitted:
I find that the . . . Company whose monopoly was abolished by the treaty of
acquisition, depended for ice exclusively upon the small lake or natural pond
which furnishes the power for your saw mill in this town, and that this dependence
has now failed by reason of the increasing mildness of the winter. 26

There is some doubt if the post-purchase ice of Wood Island ever got
co San Francisco. To be sure the Englishman Frederick Whymper wrote,
"The larger part of this luxury is consumed in San Francisco . . ."2 7 But
controversial Henry Elliott later described the ice facilities as "the depot
of that mysterious San Francisco corporation which has regularly cut up
and stored cons of ice here every winter since 1856, and never shipped a
pound of it away." 28 Certainly there is no question that the Ice Company
owned a block of ice houses in San Francisco. Although the peripatetic
prospector George Pilz is hardly to be accounted a credible witness, his
reminiscences may shed some light on what happened. Pilz was convinced
the Truckee River Ice Company "had bought them off at something like
$800 per day, to keep their ice wagons off the streets." 29 This seems likely,
for after the Central Pacific Railroad mastered the Sierras, it posed no
problem to bring down Sierra Ice. The final body blow tO the Ice Company came during 1871 when San Franciscans enjoyed the technological
breakthrough of artificial ice.30
Not ice but minerals, fish, and fur - these are the commodities that
26

27
28
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William Seward, ""Sitka Address, August, 1869," Pamphlet in possession
of author, pp.6-7.
Frederick Whymper, Travel and Adventure in the Territory of Alaska
(New York: Harper & Bros., 1868), pp.104-105.
Elliott, op. cit., p.105.
Pilz, op. cit., p.9.
Alaska Herald, January 20, 1871. The Alaska Appeal of March 6, 1879,
reported that ''the Ice Company, still continues to put up a quantity of ice
every winter at Wood Island." It is noteworthy that editor Ivan Petroff
believed the Wood Island saw-mill to be "the only one in operation in
the territory." Originally this saw-mill had had its germination as a producer of saw dust to ac-commodate the ice shipments to San Francisco.
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one recalls as he thinks of Alaska's late 19th century economy. Most of
this traffic occurred after 1870, but in each case, San Francisco piayed an
antecedent role. In the late fifties California miners who had lost their
verve for Far West prospects departed from "Frisco" to join British Coiumbia's Fraser. River Rush. 31 A few drifted on up ro southeastern
Alaska. Vicroria and Vancouver would carry off the major portion of
logistical profits that accrued from the Fraser River, Stikine and Cassiar
"rushes."3 2 Californians were there, but memories of a warmer climate
soon drew many back ro "Frisco's" Barbary Coast. Behind them they left
the thinnest residue of settlement. In November of 1876, the Alta
California reported, "There are about thirteen whites at a mining station
on Stikeen River, called Shakerville, about 135 miles above the mouth .
. . . It is an important channel of trade with the indians ... " 33
As already noted, San Francisco had provided a growing market for
Alaska fish even before its annexation by the United States. One year
before the purchase, Captain ]. W. Keen unloaded a cargo of northern
halibut in San Francisco. "The fish sold at 25 cents per pound in the hold,
but so many had spoiled that the venture was a failure. "3 4 In fact, the
halibut, which, unlike the salmon, could be taken throughout the year,
was becoming one of the "systematic regular occupations" in which the
Northwest Coast natives could fit into the white man's economy.35
Probably the most successful of the Alaskan fishing enterprises that operated out of San Francisco, prior ro the salmon industry which exploded
after the seventies, were the various cod schooners.
America's Pacific codfishery may be said to have begun in 1864. In
that year the brig Timandra and the schooner Alert sailed from San Francisco for codfishing off the coast of Russia. Inevitably grounds closer to
home were sought, and in 1865 Captain Matthew Turner returned from
Alaska's Shumagin Islands with a profitable cod catch. By 1867 three
schooners worked the Shumagin grounds, and San Franciscan Thomas W.
McCollam began to cure cod at Old Sausalitp. Redwood City Creek,
south of San Francisco, became the permanent site for McCollam's undertaking. By the late sixties San Francisco's cod fleet had ballooned to some
eighteen vessels.36 In 1870 Captain Leonard Hartwell, an old whaler
31 Clarence C. Hulley, Alaska Past and Present (Portland, Ore: Binfords &

Mort, 1958), p.176.
32 Clarence L. Andrews, Wrangell and the Gold of the Cassiar (Seattle:

Luke Tinker, Printer, 193 7), p.3 7 ff.
33 Alta California, November 21, 1867.

34 The Alaskan, April 9, 1892.
op. cit., p .55.

35 Elliott,

Clubbing seal5 to death, St. Paul's Island. The fur trade
decline hastened Russia's sale of Alaska to the United States in 1867.
from New Bedford, Massachusetts, observed that San Francisco received
its codfish-and salmon from Alaska. Furthermore, he declared, "I know
that the very last season there were some 28 vessels engaged in trading
between San Francisco and Alaska in furs such as the sable, fox, mink,
otter ..."37
Of all the economic links that united the destiny of the American frontier in Alaska with San Francisco, none was of greater consequence than
the firm known as the Alaska Commercial Company.3 8 It was this corporation which in 1870 gained a twenty-year, government-authorized
monopoly to harvest the lucrative fur seal pelts found on the Pribilof
Islands. The roots of this organization can be traced back to the confused
period, what might be called a financial interregnum, that was Alaska's
fate after the United States hesitantly assumed control.
Under terms of the 1867 treaty, the old Russian American Company
was allowed two years in which to settle its affairs and transport all Russian subjects who wished to remain under their ancestors' flag. It was
obvious that most of the non-native population would prefer to depart.
Just as evident was the fact that the Pribilof fur seal would now be up
for grabs. Having suffered from the elimination of the profit-producing
sea otter, St. Petersburg had instituted more effective controls over the
Seal Islands' herd. However, with the cession, hunters descended on the
rookeries, and in 1868 took 240,000 skins. This was quite a contrast
36 Gordon P. Jones, "Cod Bangers to Alaska," Alaska Sportsman, XXXII
(March, 1966, p.8 ff.
37 New York Times, December 15, 1870.
38 Because of its location and name, the Alaska Commercial Company is
frequently confused with the American Russian Commercial Company as
the latter is with the Russian American Company.
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with the average of 17,820 pelts annually collected during the closing
years of Russion controJ.39 The following year a contingent of United
States troops prevented a continuance of the massacre. 40 To assure permanent regulation of the rookeries, Congress made the Pribilofs a government reservation and concluded that only one firm should oversee the
processing of the pelts.
Harsh, vituperative business competition is an old story to San Francisco. The manner in which the San Francisco firm of Hutchison, Kohl
and Company (after September 28, 1870, simply the Alaska Commercial
Company) won the highly sought-after twenty-year government lease
was typical Gilded Age competition. 41 Its San Francisco leaders were
hard-headed merchants and men long experienced with the delicate partpublic interest, part-profit interest interwoven in the transportation
business. Furthermore, they had no illusions about using public officials
where that would serve their purpose. The Golden Gate merchants who
lost out in the race shouted "foul" and formed the Alaska Traders Protective Association. So embittered was the Russian exile, the San Franciscan Agapius Honcharenko, that he initiated a newssheet largely for
the purpose of blasting the Company.•o Subsequent Congressional investigations, and today's historical record, make it rather clear that the
Alaska Commercial Company, whose merchandising activities would
eventually spread over much of the Great Land, served Alaska well.
Alaska's territorial capital would remain a remote port in marked
contrast with such glamorous Pacific Basin distribution points as Honolulu, Canton and Sydney. However, for San Francisco the years from
1850 to 1870 were flamboyantly successful. A tiny part of her growth
was fostered by her trade tendrils to the north. Without San Francisco's
business leadership, its voracious market, and vast capital resources, the
economic development of Alaska would have been even more snail-like
than in fact it was.
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39 Clarence L. Andrews, The Story of Alaska (Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton

Printers, 195 3) , p.l48.
U. S. Army, Building Alaska with the U.S. Army: 1867-1962 (Anchorage,
Alaska, U.S. Army, 1962), p.l2.
41 The Alaska Commercial Company's articles of incorporation were filed
with San Francisco's County Clerk on September 18, 1869, and with ·the
Secretary of State on October lOth. Gersde Mack, Lewis and Hannah
Gerstle (New York, 1953), p.33. Another useful history of the company
is: L. D. Kitchener, Flag Over the North (Seattle: Superior Publishing
Co. 1954).
42 Jeanette Paddock Nichols, Alaska: A History of Its Administration, Exploitation, and Industrial Development during Its First Half Century
. . . (Cleveland: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1924), p.48.
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Filipinos in California
JosE C. ALBA o

President, Filipino Community of Stockton

THE PHILIPPINES lie 600 miles off the southeast coast of Asia,
fifteen degrees above the equator. To the north is Formosa; to the
south, Borneo; to the east, the Pacific Ocean; and to the west, the
China Sea. There are 7, I 07 islands, including the main island
groups of Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao. The total land area is
116,220 square miles. This is a little bit larger than that of Great
Britain, and smaller than that of Japan or Spain.
Geography has made the Philippines an Asi:m country, but
history had made it a unique blend of East and West. Nowhere in
Asia does one see such an easy and cheerful blending of oriental
oThis paper was read hy i\•lr. Alba at the twentie th California History Institute, March 18, 1967, the Univer·
sity of the P<1cific, at which the theme was .. Ethnic Contributions to California Culture.'' He is pictured above
( left) with Fernando Lopez, Vice President of the Philippines, recently visiting Stockton, which is an important
center for Filipinos on the \\'est Coast.
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melting pot, with European, American, Chinese, Hindu, Arabian,
Persian, and other races and nationalities mingling with the original Malay stock, the Filipinos. There are 87 dialects spoken, with
Filipino or Tagalog as the national language. English is the medium of instruction in all public schools, universities, and colleges
and is very widely used. Spanish is the secondary official language,
and is popular in social circles.
The Philippines today play an important role in the socio-economic and cultural life of Asia and the Pa.c ific. From a strictly
agricultural economy many years ago, they embarked on a nationwide program of industrialization after achieving political inde pendence. Industries now include rubber processing, steel processing, oil refining, fruit canning, flour milling, paper manufacturing, salt making, lumbering, mining, and manufacturing of plywood, cement, metal and glass ware, furniture, textiles, electrical
power plants, medicinal goods, pharmaceuticals, food products,
and beverages.
Agriculture is still the main industry, however. Of the present population of some 3 3 ,000,000, about four-fifths. live in rural
areas. Agricultural activities account for more than one-third of
the nation's income, and employ about two-thirds of the total
labor force. The Philippines are rich in natural resources. It has
coal, iron, silver, gold, chromite, manganese, and copper deposits.
It also has marble, virgin forests, and extensive fishing grounds in
its territorial waters.
To understand why Filipinos have come to the United States,
one must turn to history. In 1898, as a result of the SpanishAmerican War, the Philippines were ceded by Spain to the United
States. After civil government had been established, government
officials and school teachers were sent to the United States for
further training, studies, and experience in government, education, sanitation, public works, and science.
When the Philippines was under the United States, it was easy
for a Filipino to immigrate to the United States. One had but to
bring his birth certificate, proving that he was a citizen of the
Philippines. However, when the Philippines became the Commonwealth on May 15, 1934, the immigration quota became effective,
limiting the number of Filipino immigrants to the United States
to not more than 100 yearly. But before application of the quota
rule, several thousand Filipinos had moved to the United States.
Several more thousands had been recruited to work in the sugar

and pineapple plantations in Hawaii. After finishing their contracts, many came to the mainland where there was a demand

for farm laborers. About one-half of all Filipino immigrants
settled down in California, Oregon, and Washington.
These were mostly young men in their twenties. Many who
settled in the big cities like San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle,
Portland, Chicago, New Orleans, Louisiana, New York, Boston,
Washington, and Philadelphia, were students. Most were high
school graduates, but found employment as kitchen helpers, bus
boys, house boys, janitors, or elevator operators and in other
menial jobs. Many took the civil service examinations, and were
employed as postal clerks, mail sorters, hospital attendants, or in
other limited clerical jobs.
Some who came to the United States to study returned to the
Philippines after graduation from college or university or after
finishing graduate work. Most, if not all of the Philippines' leaders in government, industry, finance, science, and banking, were
products of state universities, city colleges, or private universities
like Stanford, Southern California, Northwestern, Columbia, Yale,
Harvard, Princeton, and Cornell.
Many who remained in America are now employed in the various agencies of federal or state agencies and some, even in county
and city governments. Others teach in schools and colleges, are
employed by big industries:, or practice the medical, dental, and
legal professions. But tho.se who came from Hawaii afte·r finish ing their contracts and s:e ttled down here in California were mostly
farm workers. San Joaquin County, which produces about sixty
percent of the asparagus crop, employed several thousand Filipinos
from the latter part of the 1920s. This is why so many Filipino
farm workers settled down in Stockton and San Joaquin County.
These thousands have definitely contributed to the economic
growth of our county and city and state.
41
Now, a look ahead. What has already happened to new generations of Filipinos in America is an indication of what will be
accelerated in the years ahead. The same social and economic processes that have worked on other groups will affect the Filipino
minority, and with similar results. Americans of Filipino extraction will retain an interest in their forbears' homeland, no doubt,
but they supply their share of poor and rich, Democrats and Republicans, laborers and merchants, doctors and lawyers and clergymen. This is the American way.
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"little brothers," for whom
he felt responsible to the last day of his life, who would become
a '49er and a lawman in California, was Ira Gilbert. He was only
ten years old when "Diah" left home in 1821. Home was then on
a farm adjoining the village of Perrysville, Richland County,
Ohio'.
So far as we know, Jedediah wrote no letters to the little Ira
during the nine years they were apart. He thought about him
much, however, and he planned for him, along with the other
Smith boys, as is evidenced by his letters to older brother Ralph 2 •
He was concerned that they be trained in useful work, "masters· of
their trade." He worried about the sort of school they should attend, concerned that it be motivated by the correct doctrine.
Their welfare was much on his mind.
Ira broke home ties when he was nineteen. Late in 18 3 0 he set
out from Kingsville, Ashtabula County, Ohio, where the family
had lived for several years". Arriving in St. Louis December 23,
he met Diah, who had recently returned from what was to be his
last trip to the mountains4.
Ira had grown up and was anxious to try his wings. But first
1

2

3
4

Record of Deeds, Richland County, Ohio (1817), Vol. I, pp. 257,393.
Ashland County was carved out of Richland in 1846, taking in Perrysville.
Early county records appear in both counties.
See also Graham: History of Richland County; Knapp: History of Ashland County, pp. 356-57; Garber: "Tales of the Mohican." Mansfield, Ohio,
News -Journal, May 27 and June 10, 1956.
Dale L. Morgan, Jedediah Smith and the Opening of the West, (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1953, pp. 353, 358 - 59; also, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1964).
Jedediah Smith, Sr., account book at Bancroft Library, Berkeley, Calif.
Dale L. Morgan, supra, pp. 363-64.

Ira Gilbert Smith and daughter, Libbie, in a
characteristic pose of the time. From a photograph in
the Sullivan Collection, Stuart Library of Western Americana.
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things first. Big Brother took him to Jacksonville and enrolled
him in Illinois College, a Presbyterian school about which Jedediah
had some misgivings at first 5 • But all went well and Ira was still
there when Austin's letter of September 23, 1831, with its sorrowf ul message of their brother Jedediah's death on 't he Cimarron
reached him 6 •
Pursuant to A ustin's request, Ira met him in St. Louis at the
close of October. That was clearly the end of formal schooling
for Ira. In the spring of 1832 he set out to join Peter, another brother, in Santa Fe. Peter had gone to the Mexican provinces the
year before in company with Jedediah and, after the latter's death,
had ventured on to California on a mule-buying opera:t ion. Fortyfive mules were acquired and Ira was given the responsibility for
taking them back to Lexington, Missouri. There they were sold
for $1,6 15. Peter's participation came from funds advanced by
Jedediah and so the speculation proceeds belonged to and were
duly accounted for in the estate7 •
Soon after getting back to St. Louis, on November 14, 1832,
young Ira, just turned twenty-one, served notice on General William H . Ashley, executo,r under Jedediah's wilP, that he would
move the County Court "to rescind and revoke the letters of administration granted you upon the said estate and appoint me administrator," by reason of the fact that he, Ira, was "the Brother
and one of the heirs and distributees of the estate of J. S. Smith
deceased - and by law entitled to administration upon his estate."
It is surprising that Ira should seek to o~st General Ashley who
had hired Jedediah back in 1822 and had been a Missouri lieutenant
governer ~nd congressman. A major reason probably was Ira's
willingness to serve without compensation, whereas Ashley was
allowed a fee fixed by law, based on the value of the estate. The
Probate Court approved the change and on February 11 and 12,
1833, Ira filed the necessary papers, including a $20,000 bond,
5

6
7

8

Illinois College had been founded in 1829 and still flourishes. Jedediah
Smith, though a Methodist, evidently was unimpressed by an academy his
denomination had established in 1826 at Lebanon, Illinois, a few miles east
of St. Louis. It continues today as McKendree College. No records of Ira
Smith's enrollment are extant at Illinois College.
Dale L. Morgan, supra, pp. 363-65.
]edediah Smith Estate FileJ", St. Louis, File 930; microfilm in Bancroft Library.
Ibid.

Beecher Hall at Illinois College, Jacksonville,
where Ira sat in classes, 1830- 31. Despite Jed's fears,
the school thrived. Emerson and Alcott were among its lecturers.

signed by five individuals as surety. Subsequently the Court allowed Ashley $600 for his services.
Notwithstanding his youth, Ira seems to have handled the
estate capably: collecting moneys due; reducing assets to cash;
distributing it to Diah's named beneficiaries, his father, brothers,
and sisters., then taking their receipts. He neglected, however, to
file the receipts with the Court and make a final report. The judge
issued a citation against him, ordering the sheriff to bring him into
court and conclude his legal duties so that the estate could be
closed. The sheriff's return was : "Ira G. Smith could not be found
in the county."" Ira was, therefore, never discha.r ged as administrator. There is no record, to our knowledge, that his bondsmen were
called upon to make any accounting because of this delinauency.
In the winter of 1833 - 1834, Ira traveled to the East Coast apparently to buy goods for a Santa Fe trading venture, possibly us ing family funds, for he had not had much time to accumulate
weath on his own. He may also have been acting for Peter, who
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had continued in business at Santa Fe. From Philadelphia on February 14, 1834, Hugh Campbell wrote his brother Robert, men-

tioning a visit with two of the Sublettes and Ira G. Smith, which
had ended just a few minutes earlier10 •
Ira was then enroute back to Missouri via the Ohio River,
where Nathaniel Wyeth soon afterward fell in with him. Wyeth,
himself heading for the Rockies on a fur-trading venture, wrote
his Boston backers from Pittsburg on February 26 :
Some conversation while on my route hither and a previous acquaintance has induced me to give letters of introduction to Mr. Ira
Smith of St. Louis directed to you. He thinks of visiting Boston on
his return from Santa Fe and if so he will present them at that time
and also to communicate to you the following ideas on the possibilities of the Santa Fe trade, developed at length.

Wyeth went on to say:
Mr. Smith is Brother of the Smith killed on the Sta Fee route
in 1829. He bears an excellent reputation here and thinks he would
put $10,000 into such a business. He has been two years in this trade
and is the largest Dealer in it [! J If anything should be done it would
require another partner in the Indian country, and I presume no better pers on could be found. I object however to any further proceedings in this matter other than collecting information until what we
have now in hand has proved itself which will be about three years
then if successful and it be found expedient, I am for it. In the meantime let us blow the coals, that the fire in Smith's mind may not go
out. It is a business that he opened to me and I think that he may
be kept in tow until we are ready to say yes or no" 11 •

Subsequently, at Louisville on March 4 and 5, Wyeth gave Ira
letters of introduction to friends and family members in Boston
and Baltimore12 •
Ira did not sit down and wait for ·wyeth. In April 1834 he
joined one of the Santa Fe caravans, captained by Jooiah Gregg,
later the historian of the Santa Fe Trail. A military escort, Company A, U. S. Dragoon Regt., commanded by Capt. Clifton
Wharton, accompanied the wagons to the Arkansas River, the dividing line between the States and Mexican territory, a distance
of about 400 miles. After crossing the Arkansas, Gregg resigned
and, on June 27, the traders elected Ira to succeed him. The caravan then faced 300 miles of unescorted travel before reaching the
9
1

Ibid.

° Campbell Estate Papers; Missouri Historical Society.

11
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The Correspondence and Journals of Nathaniel f. Wyeth (1831-36), edited
by F . G. Young (Eugene: University of Oregon Press, 1899), pp. 119-20
Ibid, pp. 122-23.
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Ca,nadian Fork of the Arkansas where they would be met by Mexican troops to escort them the last 15 0 miles into Santa Fe. The
day he was elected captain, Ira wrote Capt. Wharton, requesting
his aid in securing protection for the caravans over the 3 00 -mile
stretch, which Ira said was the most dangerous part· of the route'~.
Ira was back in St. Louis· in N ovember1 \ but no more is heard
of him in connection with the Santa Fe trade. Evidently the prospects were not attractive. Another consideration, too, may have
had a bearing on Ira's decision -to leave the Santa Fe trade: his
marriage. It took place in Ashtabula, Ohio, on January 8, 1835,
when Ira G. Smith "from St. Louis," and Eliza A. Hubbard were
wedded 1 ". Ira took his bride to St. Louis, via the Ohio River, including a combined wedding-bu\Siness sidetrip from Pittsburg
to New York and Philadelphia1 a.
Ira. and Eliza were back in Ashtabula before September 16,
183 6, when their daughter, Frances Cornelia (Fanny), was born,
and from whence, on December 5, Ira wrote to William Sublette,
Diah's former partner, about estate and business matters. Family
letters indicate that the couple remained in Ashtabula for several
years, Ira in mercantile business of some sort, but by the end of
1839 he was beginning to talk of another move West - perhaps
17
to Morgan County, Illinois, where Peter then lived •
Eliza
see Ira is
say), for
ing here.
pointed .
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added a postscript to a letter to Peter's wife, Juline, "I
quite certain of starting a pilgrimage to Mecca (I might
it seems almost useless for us to say anything about leavWe have set so many ·times and have been so often disap18
.. "

However, by early 1840 they had gotten as far as Mount Pleasant, Iowa, where their second child, Matthew Hubbard Smith, was
born on April 28, 1841. Two weeks later, May 11, 1841, Eliza
died. The little boy was cared for by Eliza's sister, Cornelia Frances Hubbard, until he died in August of the same year. George
Willard, a relative of Eliza's, wrote to Peter Smith on August 19,
13
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15
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Fred S. Perrine, "Military Escorts on the Santa Fe Trail" in New Mexico
Historical Review, July 1927; VoL 3, pp. 269 - 304.
Jedediah Smitb Estate Papers, Bancroft Library.
Ashtabula Marriages, VoL 1, p. 127.
Letters from Eliza and Ira Smith, Cowley Collection, Bancroft Library.
Ibid.
Ibid.

1841, that " Ira has returned to Iowa again with Nelson and w ife."
There, on September 12, 1843, Ira took a second wife, Mary

Magdalene Lindemuth, of Burlington, Iowa. They farmed near
Mt. Pleasant until the spring of 1849 when word seeped to that
Iowa village that gold had been found in California. Always t he
adventurers, it is not surprising that Ira and Ma·r y were soon on
the long trail West. With them were thirteen-year old Fanny and
little John, six. They settled at Sacramento where, on J anuary
15, 18 52/9 a son was born whom they named Jedediah for his
uncle who had been in California twenty- five years before, search ing not for gold, but beaver.
Little is known of the Smiths at Sacramento except that Ira
was constable in 1 8 5 120 and 1 8 52 21 • Before another year 's census,
he had turned eaJst again via Panama and New York. This time
they settled in Greenville, Illinois, where Ira engaged in the mercantile business .
.)'here are stories of other moves. One of the more certain, because it comes from two different sources, is Ezra Delos Smith's
statement that before the Civil War Ira migrated to a spot southwest of St. Louis "to go into some kind of business with brother Paddock. That part of Missouri was then a very rough place
as to topography and inhabitants. Ira did not like the looks of
either and turned his wagons homew-ard to his farm near Hills.boro. He crossed the Mississippi on the ice." 22 • This statement is
confirmed, to some extent, by Ira's granddaughter, the late
Myrtle Smith Bondurant, of Hillsboro, in a letter to this writer
of October, 1961:
. . . the family did live at Potosi, Missouri, at one time, and I
think my father (John L., born 1846] must have been young, as I remember when I was in St. Louis from 1905 for nine years, my father
made a trip to Potosi, where they used to live, and he did not see
many people he knew there.

Ira's move to his Hillsboro farm, on which his newspaper obitua:ry says he lived the last twenty- four years of his life, may very
well have been the move from Potosi.
Quoting further from his obituary:
19
20
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Family records.
Sacramento City Directory, January I, 18 51
California Census 18 52
Ezra Delos Smith; unpublished MS, Bancroft Library; also Jedediah S.
Smith Collection, Stuart Library of Western Americana, University of the
Pacific, Stockton, Calif.
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While living in Greenville he united with the Methodist church,
but on coming to Hillsboro he united with the Presbyterian church,
where he was a regular attendant until the last year or two. Mr.
Smith was very bright and talkative, and loved to recount his many
experiences. He was a kind and pleasant neighbor and affectionate
father. 23
Ira must indeed have been a man of considerable presense. It
was evident in the impression he made on the Probate Court m
St. Louis, when he, a country boy of twenty-one, was able to
oust man-of-the-world, General Wm. H. Ashley, as executor of
Jedediah's estate; when five men who couldn't have been very
well acquainted with him were willing to sign his bond for
$20,000; when a man of Nathaniel Wyeth's sophisticated background was interested in him as a future partner; when he was
elected captain of the trading caravan on the Santa Fe Trail in
1834 to succeed the veteran, Josiah Gregg; when he, a newcomer,
was appointed constable at Sacramento.
A great-nephew, Ezra Delos Smith, drawing upon family
history, tradition, his own knowledge of the era, as well as. his own
imagination, had this to say of Ira's career in Sacramento:
Here he was a terror to the desperado element of that rollicking
time in the history of that region. Fearless, quick on the trigger, more
than h;mdy with the long knife used as a weapon by men of the frontier till long after this time. He made money, speculated in real
estate with success and became a prominent man in the new Capital. 24
Ira Gilbert Smith was born at North East, Erie County,
2
Pennsylvania, October 8, 1811 '' . He died at Hillsboro, Montgomery County, Illinois, November 2 6, 18 89. He fathered ten
children; five died in infancy. Those who reached adulthood
were:
i. Frances (Fanny) Cornelia (1836-1923), Eliza's daughter. Fanny
married first in Cincinnati, April 15, 1856, Thomas G. Dalton. They
had two sons. She married second, January 18, 1863, her cousin, Henry Townsend Hubbard (1830-1916). They had five children, one of
whom was Julia Katherine (1873-1952), who married John Coleman
Tyler, of Ashtabula, Ohio, and they were the parents of Julia (Jewell)
Eliza Cowley (Mrs. Ed), of St. Johns, Arizona; she has given to Bancroft Library much family memorabilia, including her Grandmother
Fanny's scrapbook containing newspaper clippings of her published
articles and poems; her letters written to the newspaper back home
in Missouri covering seven weeks of covered wagon travel to "the
San Juan", New Mexico, especially planned by Mr. Hubbard's physician so that he could take the high altitude gradually.
·
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Obituary in a clipping from a Hillsboro newspaper; no name or date visible.
Ezra Delos Smith; unpublished MS, supra.
2
° Calhoun Bible records, Bancroft Library.
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Crmstable Ira Smith didn't find Sacramento the
vortex of violence suggested by biographer E. D. Smith,
if this 1850 print of Front Street is typical of the village.
When K D. Smith was researching the Smiths, Fanny was a fruit·
ful source of information. Motherless as she was, she had lived with
various members of the Smith and Hubbard families. After her SO·
journ in Sacramento with her father and step-mother, she returned
to her aunt, Cornelia Hubbard Strader (Mrs. Peter W.), in Cincinnati
via the Isthmus of Panama.
According to tradition, she was escorted home by Uncle Peter
Smith, or Uncle Paddock Smith, depending on who told the story,
neither of whom, evidently, took her home. In Fanny's scrapbook
is a copy of a composition she whote in 1853 while a student in Cliff
Hall, Cincinnati, entitled "Journey Across the Isthmus." She tells
of sitting on the Piazza of the Panama Hotel, waiting for the party
to start across; of a snow white pony she wished she might ride;
that when she saw Dr. Levy, under whose charge she was, checking
the saddle, she was hopeful; and not disappointed, for she did ride
the white pony. She also mentions a Mr. Suttle, who was with the
party.

Ira and Mary's children who grew to maturity were:
iv. John Lindemuth, born at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, on February 28,
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1846; died at Hillsboro, Illinois, January 27, 1929. He married Mary
Eliza Wharton on March 15, 1877.

In 1907 Ezra Delos Smith, of Meade, Kansas, who was then
well into his research of Jedediah, visited John L. Smith on the
eighty-acre farm which had belonged to his father. Among Ira's
belongings was an old fashioned folding document case, resembling an oversized billfold, with index. Examining it, Ezra Delos
discovered it held some of the receipts belonging to the Jedediah
Smith Estate, which Ira should have filed with the Probate Court
in St. Louis back in 183 5!
John and Mary Smith had five children, the eldest, Lura Frances Jenkins ( 18 78-19 51), at one time was in possession of the
original pen or pencil sketch of Jedediah Strong Smith, made from
memory after Jedediah's death, by a friend 2 6 •
Lura left no descendents, and it is not known what became
of her belongings.
vii. Jedediah Strong, born in Sacramento, January 15, 1852. He
died September 27, 1931, unmarried.
viii. Mary Elizabeth (Libby ), born in 1854. The place of birth
is not known. She married twice, the second time to William Kilpatrick. She had no children. Libby, too, was steeped in family lore
and assisted E. D. Smith in his search. She died Sept. 3, 1897.
ix. Gilbert Brooks was born March 11, 1857, and died September
11, 1932. He married Laura Catlin on April 21, 1881, and they were
the parents of nine children.
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These are the known data clustering around Ira Gilbert Smith.
The fame that now lights the name of his older brother, Jedediah,
was slow in coming. It now glows because devoted family members and historians searched for records, traditions, facts! 7 It
hasn't yet come to Ira. May we invite your aid? There is always
the possibility that a line or a paragraph tucked away in old books,
newspapers, and letters, or a half-remembered family tradition
will shed helpful light on the career of Jedediah Smith's doughty
little brother, Ira.
2

"
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See THE PAciFIC HISTORIAN, spring, 1967, "Jedediah Smith Today" by Dale
L. Morgan for reproduction of this picture and a later idealized variant.
Ibid for discussion of Jedediah Smith's rise to fame.

The Jedediah Smith Society is negotiating with Mrs. Hare for a jededuthrelated Smith genealogy- and tcill welcome tips and suggestion for research.-Eos.

LIGHTS THAT FAILED :
UTOPIAS IN CALIFORNIA

California Utopian Colonies
by Robert V. Hine (New Haven: Yale University Press, paperback, 1966; originally published by Henry E. Huntington
Library & Art Gallery, 1953);
209 pp., illus., biblio. notes, index; $1.45.

Reviewer: DAviD K. BRUNER,
Professor of Sociology, University of the Pacific.
Utopia means Nowhere, but
for varying groups of idealists
and varying lengths of time it
was in California. From the
cover photograph of F at h e r
Ryker's Holy City in the Santa
Cruz Mountains with the sign,
"Headquarters for the World's
Perfect Government"- now in
the process of liquidation- to
Tuolomne Farms at Modesto
and the Fellowship Council at
Tracy, the core of which migrated to Argenta, B.C., since
publication of the book, Hine
surveys some fifteen attempts
at perfection.
The first was at San Bernardino in 1851, intended to be
part of a chain of settlements
leading to Salt Lake City. It
survived internal and external

troubles such as afflicted most
of the Utopias until 1857. The
longest-lived, and probably the
best known to the outsiders,
were the Point Lorna and Temple Home colonies of Madame
Blavatsky's theosophical disciples with a 45-year history.
Santa Rosa was the site of no
less than three Utopias.
Ideological and e c o n o m i c
factors united to end the various
experiments, usually within a
decade. Dr. Hine makes an interesting story of these experiments.
THIS INDIAN DID
NOT BELIEVE WHITES

Half-Sun on the Columbia by
by Robert H. Ruby and John A.
Brown (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1965); 377
pps.; $5.95.
Reviewer: R E c IN A L D R.
STUART, former Director of California History Foundation.
T h e term "treacherous Indian" has crept into the tales of
American history to such an extent that a fair appraisal of the
aboriginal is almost impossible.
Probably a more appropriate
term would have been "the gullible Indian."
To their minds the plot was

53

54

clear and logical. First the missionary came with tales of a new
life. "All men are brothers,"
he declared. "The color of one's
skin makes no difference. We
are all children of the Great
Father. We must live together
in love and charity"
It was an extraordinary and
entrancing story. The simple
Indians, for the most part, believed t h e missionaries and
treated them well.
Then came the settlers and
they, too, were white. Often the
Indians helped them locate, furnished them game, brought
them wood, and shared with
them their meager food. They
were all one big family, just as
the missionary had described.
Inevitably, a sour note would
be sounded in the idealistic relationship. Perhaps the settler's
wife found an Indian helping
himself to food in her pantry.
Harsh words would be spoken,
w i t h threats made-and the
"happy family" idea was thrown
out the window.
With variations, of course,
this scene was re-enacted across
a thousand miles of frontier.
There were a few Indians,
like Half-Sun, who never accepted the missionary's story.
They attended mission schools,
but were never affected by the
white man's religion or his
claims of friendship.
Good fortune, or magic, kept

Half-Sun alive to tell his story
to hordes of descendants. His
voice is one of the few which
still lives to tell the Indian's side
of the losing contest with the
settlers.
Paradoxically, some of the
questions which this simple, untrained native raised to refute
the missionary's tale are now
b e in g brought forward by
bishops and theologians in an
endeavor to present a more rational concept of religion.
Half-Sun on the Columbia,
a biography of Chief Moses, by
Robert H. Ruby, a practicing
physician of Moses Lake, Washinton, and John A. Brown, a
history professor of the Wenatchee Valley College, is a real
contribution to understanding
the American Indian, no less
than an informative account of
the "development of the Columbia River Valley."
HIGH-SPOT BOOK
ON A CALIFORNIA CLERIC

California's First Archbishop,
The Life of Joseph Sadoc Alemany, O .P., 1814- 1888 by John

B. McGloin, S.S.J. (New York:
Herder and Herder, 1966); 412
pp., illus, index; $9.50.
Reviewer: R. CoKE Woon,
Director of the Conference of
California Historical Societies
Alemany is a name perpetuated by a much-used street in

San Francisco, yet surely is not
as generally known as it should

stand some of the terminology
about Catholic titles, degrees,

.be to students of California and orders, yet the author held
history. For Archbishop Joseph my interest. Having read this
Sadoc Alemany, who reached chapter carefully, I was well rethe West Coast during the gold paid. Now I have a more comrush, was a man of many plete understanding of t h i s
achievements and pervasive in- period in California's history, alHuence. Father McGloin writes though I've been teaching Calof him understandingly and in- ifornia history for many years.
No professional historian or
formatively, adding the human
touch to impeccable scholarship. history buff concerned about
Surely, this is the best book California should fail to read
about a Californian since Mrs. this excellently written and fas Theodora Kroeber published her cinating story · of one of Caliaccount of "the last wild In- fornia's great religious leaders.
dian," Ishi.
Archbishop Alemany quickly
AUSTRALIA HAD ITS
identified himself with the welGOLD-RUSH
EXCITEMENT
fare of San Francisco, not only
as a pastor, but as a social reAustralians and the GoJd
former. After many years of Rush, California and Down
service, he voluntarily resigned Under 1849- 1854 by Jay Monato retire to a Dominican house ghan ( Berkely and Los Angeles:
in his native Spain where he University of California Press,
died in )888.
1966); 317 pp., notes, sources,
Not only should the reader be and index; $6.50.
grateful to Father McGloin for
Reviewer: ERNEST STANFORD,
his extensive and thorough re- Professor Emeritus, University
search on almost every signifi- of the Pacific.
cant experience of Archbishop
News of the California gold
Alemany's career, but also for discovery came to Australia in 55
the light cast upon his subject December, 1848. What happened
by a thorough knowledge of the hereafter developed from the
history of California and of the remarkable brief history of the
Catholic church. The chapter lands Down Under. The earliest
on Catholicism in California, British settlement ( 1788) had
1697-1849, is a competent dis- been a penal colony. For nearly
cussion of the history of all Cal- half a century Australia and
ifornia during this period. As a Van Diemen's Land (later called
Congregationalist I didn't under- Tasmania) h ad received an
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abundant supply of transported
personnel, here mostly criminals, but including a number of
Irish rebels who had been
shipped out for participating in
political action against the British crown. Military government
and pioneering Englishmen had
built cities, established a huge
wool growing industry, and
started lumbering and other interests. During the 1840s a
slump in wool prices brought
depression and unrest
Now, the "ruling classes," including newspaper editors and
government officials, read fantastic accounts of California gold
fields and dreaded that these
might cause an exodus of dependable labor. Possible loss of
convicts and Irish rebels troubled them less. Merchants saw
chances to export Australian
products and various surplus
commodities to American goldfields. Shopowners saw possible
profit.
Slowly, and then in a rush
that overloaded meager shipping
facilities, speculators and their
wares, hopeful men and a few
women moved eastward on seventy-day (or more) voyages to
San Francisco.
Some Australians made fortunes; others made bare livings.
All found adventure: some who
came back brought tales of California lawlessness, vigilantes,
and lynchings.
Several who returned recog-

nized similarities between goldbearing hill country of California and the Australian "Outback".
These were leaders in the discoveries of 1851 that started a
rush to Bendigo, Ballarat, and
other points. in "The Greatest
Goldfield of Them All." In 1852
more than 2,000 immigrants a
week- Californians and o t h e r
Americans, Britishers, Europeans, Latin Americans- poured into Melbourne. With them came
complete descriptions of economy and political life in the
United States. Americans were
active in one near revolution"The Shot not Heard Around
the World," as Monaghan puts
it. Out of the riots of the Australian gold rush grew modification of British colonial government that reconstructed the political and economic makeup of
Australia and stimulated democratic progress in the whole
English-speaking world.
Mr. Monaghan describes his
book as ". . . . the result of a
research fellowship at the University of Sydney under . . . ·the
Fulbright program." Obviously,
not all the work was done in
Australia. Some thirty pages of
"notes" and "sources" show a
detailed story of a helping host
of Australian a n d American
periodicals of the gold-rush period and of dozens of volumes
and papers. The author brings
the reader along with a lively
style.

THE HISTORY CALENDAR

August 30 - September 2, 1967
American Association for State and Local History,
Toronto, Canada
Septentber 6-25, 1967
Regional Seminar on Administration of Historical Agencies and
Museums
Portland, Oregon
September 11-30, 1967
Regional Seminar on Administration of Historical Agencies and
Museums
St. Paul, i\tlinnesota
September 22-23, 1967
Sixteenth Annual Northern California-Southern Oregon Symposium,
Fort Bragg, Mendocino County, California
October 7, 1967
J edediah Smith Society Rendezvous
1vlicke Grove, between Stockton and Lodi, California
October 12-14, 1967
·western History Association Conference
Palace-Sheraton Hotel, San Francisco
November 10-11, 1967
Fourth Annual ' iVorkshop, Conference of
California Historical Societies,
San Mateo Junior College, San Mateo, California
February, 1968
Tenth Annual Southern California Symposium,
Visalia, Tulare County, California

The Jedediah Smith Society
BELIEVING AMERICANS should remember Jedediah
Smith, a group of amateur and professional historians
met in 1957 at the University of the Paeific to set up
The Jedediah Smith Society. It has since achieved both
steadily and fruitfully through such projects as:
• Jedediah Smith Redwood Grove, established in northern California by the late C. M. Goethe, who was a
founder and an honorary life member.
• Planned expeditions to locate routes of travel through
the Sierra passes and the Cemral Valley of California.
• Encouragement of original research and publication,
including a genealogical study of the Smith Family and
a bibliography of all material published on Jedediah
Smith and his beaver-trapping companions.
• A notable research collection on the Mountain-Man
era in the Stuart Library of Western Americanaincluding papers of Smith's early biographer, Maurice
Sullivan.
• Frequent articles in THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN-a quarterly of Western History and official journal of the
Society, which is received by all members.
• Annual Rendezvous-an ali-day frolic for Smith buffs,
many of whom attend in costume.
• A membership spread from coast to coast-of friendly
but serious people who with dollars endorse their
belief in the American Heritage.
Jedediah Smith is "an authentic American hero," to
quote his biographer Dale Morgan. If he and Western
history interest you, you are invited to join. Annual dues
are $5, $25 (donor), and $100 (patron). One thousand
dollars purchases a lifetime membership.
Make out your check to "JSS-University of the Pacific"-and mail it to Jedediah Smith Society, University or
the Pacific, Stockton, California 95204.
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